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25X1 1. [ did not Xxnow whether prior to ths war thors existad any
25X1 slans in Czechoslovakia for the erection of hydrogenationm plants
ubiliring the Fischer~Iropsch process, but | | 25X1

ioprola In since Czechoslovakia can be supplied irom the Rumanian
0il ficlds at mederate prices and low freight rates.

‘e 1his situation d3d not chanze until Hitler won the udeten district
and, in the <ourise of the war, zained control ovor the Protectorate
of Bohemia-lioravia, At first the arection of synthesizing nlente was
not planued, but within the framework of the sccond four-year wlan,
work was begun in 1938 on the construction, somewhere near Bruex, of
2 lirge slant for ithe produstion of fusl n means of the I.7.Farben
hwirogenation process. Jut of this hydrogenation slant srew a need
for a synthesizing plant, :

3. The original plan for the hylrogenstion »lant -rovided for a yearly
production of zbunt 732,000 tons of fuel at the nlant. (1) This
hydrogenation olant had the following installatiqas:

as A carbonization plant with 80 Tursi carhonizers for circulation of pases

(spuclgasscimeler) , To *his installution was attached a fured
plant producing gas fo be pumped over gront. distances (Druckfern~
gaserzgugung). The latter plant had an anaual capacity of up to
300220 cubic nmeters. {2)
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be A zas sroduction installabion withi unitse each having a
canacity of 22,000 cubhic mebers of pure wator «as ner houry
an instollation for decomposition of air (Tuftzerlegung) with
ton Linde asparatus e:nch producing 3,000 cubic meters of
oxtygen per hour, These inatallations had oequinment for pressure
conversion, comprossed-carbon acid washing, comprescion, and
high=pressure carbonic-oxide cleaninga

¢, Installation for the :ctual hydrogenatinn. (3) This had a contact
plant and an anparatus for distillation and hyirogenation wnder
oressure (DiD=Fabrik i.e, Druckhydrierung und Jostillation).

de Processing slant with alcacide and soda lye washine facilities,
gas cleaning, zas decomposition {tuszerlesung) for the nroduction
of ether, and stalilization equipment.

c. Installation processing wusie water for the oroduction of phenol
and amnonia.

f. Plant laboratory.

7o "A=T" gasoline plant for the nroduction of hish—quality rasoline
from isobutanc.
-
h., Steam and power gcnerating plant, utilizing crushed coal and cole
and equippod with a water supply for tho stean.

Tho constructiom of the hydrogenation slant wa started in 17393 the
plant wont into production as carly as July 192 with 30 porcent of its
total planned capacity. Thic ecapacity had been increaced to as rmch as
70 percont by 12 lay 1oLk, when the first air raid took nlacc. (5)

The coke problem ha’ not been sufficicntly heeded whon the hydrogenation
nlant was olanned. It was a well~lmown fact that the coke obtained as
a hy-product of the plont was nob suited for use in foundries without
swocial processing. However, it war hoped to malte some of this coke
usable by sixane it with hi hegrade coke from other wlaces and to sell
the bulk of the by-product coke for use in gaswproducers and for domestic
use. Pub all throe of these plans proved fruitless. The buycrs of ine
dustirial coal refused to have the quality of the rood coke lowered by
such an admixture. The conversion of motor vehiclos fron the conventional
rag=operated wethod to the coke-burning method did not mske the desired
progress, cnieily becausc the armed forces rofused to use coke-burning
vehicles. ihe sale of coke for domestic use also made oaly very slow
srogress, Consequently, soon after aroduction had been storted, coke
dunps began to build up, and the utilization of these bLecane a constant
wWarry. Another protlem arose from the fact thaot the construction of the
actual hydrogenation installation was not nrocecding rapidly enough to
enable the ylant to coavert into asoline the medium oil which it had
nroduced, The sale of this surplus nmediun oil as Niescl oil, however, wag
vory difificult because of its poor quality. A possible solution to toth of
these Aroblens was the erection of a synthesizing nlant amloying tho
Fischer-Tropsch methaod, for sueh a Hlant could use the surnlus coke and
could produce an excollont mediun oil. Tlans for cuch a “lant were ~»assed
on as far as the centrsl cconomic Hlaaning agoncy in Germany but were not
accented thore. -ubsequently experinoats were made with cazifying the
rasidual coke immediately after the coal had been depassed in the Turgi
~ag=sarronizers. Thesc exnerinents, hoviover, were interrupted
by the continucus air raids horiaming atver Lay 1944, These air raids
solved the coke srolblen in an wnforcscen way, since il was not nossible
4o attain a sreduction of over 10 percent of ‘the capacity.
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This was the situation when the Sovieis arrived. The slant was
considered war booty, and at first an order was issucsd that 1t proe=
duce as much gasoline as possible irrespective of cconomic con=
siderations. About s week aftor the occupation, a comission of
four persons from the sSoviet lineral (il Staif arrived fron
kioscow, and the studics of the nlant's actual und potential
production had to be submitted without delay. The Czechs also
showed great intcrest in the hydrogenation plant, and after about
five weeks the plant wss turned over to the Czechs as repnarations,
The toviets had in the ueanwhile protally realized thst it would not
pay to transfer the hoavily damaged plant to ancther nlace.

After a long period of deliberation it sas finally decided that the
hydrogenation plant be reconstructed so as to have up to 25
percent of its previous capacity. The plant’s DHD installation was
to be robuils but not its gasoline producing facilitbies. A synthe-
sizing plant was to be built for the direct vrocessing of 500,000
tons of cokeyand furnaces of the hydrogenstion Hlant were to be
converted for this purnose. A1l installotions not necded for the
execution of these plans were to be used for the nroduction of
nitrogen.

At the same %“ime another synthesizing project was boing discussed

at the Czech Ministry of Industry. The coking nlani erected near

Kladno about 1937 had becn originally designed W producs each year
about 100,000 tong of foundry colte for use especially 'y the Poldi
Fourxiry. This coking olant was to use coal produced in Moravska-(Ostrava
mining area. After the plant had been put into operation, it was found
that tho coke was wsuibable for the use originally plamned. During
the war the coke had beon utilized for other purposes, but after the
war no use could by found for it, The Ministry of Defense had pre-
liminary vlans drawn up for utilizing this coke in a Fischer-Tropsch
type synthesizing installation commected with the coke plant, Ib
appeared, however, that the operation of the coke plant would be a
rather cosily affair bacause of its small capacity and the high freight
charges paid on its coal supgly. It was therefore suggested that the
coke plent with its synthesizing installation be transicrred to the
MHoravska=Ostrava coal district and that it be enlarged accordingly.
This plan was passed on to the Czech linistry of Industry.

e | | tke oripinal plans for the rcconstruction
of the ant were sown!, under Czech management the plant proved

to be so uneconowical that it eventually hid to call for a work

force of 2,000 German specialists and skilled workers plus 2,000 Czechs.
The Czech management insistecd on attaching twe or three Czochs to each
Qerman until, with the ovorstaffing in the administrative and plamning
offices, the Druex plant had over 10,000 employoes. Rocause of sinilar
conditions in the mining indusliry, the price of coal rose more then

200 »ercent, but in the end the srice of ocolte had to be reduced in order
to make it sossible to sell the coke at all, Alse contributing to the
failure of the Bruex project were the several explosions in the gas
procuciag nlant, the turning out of the carbomization nlanic, and the
loakages in the highepressure plants. These| | 25X1
were the result of irmroper care and occurred particularly aiter the
German specialists had been expelled. Zasoline rose from a competitive
price of alout § Czech Crowms to about £6 Czech Crowns., Finally the
hydrogenation olant in Bruex wos shub down and offerad for sale, and
the synthesizing sroject commected with this plant was abandonod,
|_—'m_|no't. heard anything of the Loravska~Ustrava project since
that time, and[ Jsuspects that this project had the sames fate as the
Pruex plant. Loter, after tho ssle of the Rruex plant had »roved im-
pousible, the plant was pub info operation again at about 12 percent

of its capacity, [ ] this was probably for the sake
of prestige. (6)
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35X 1W0. | lin 19Lh6 the annual Czechoslovalcian
requirements of liquid fuels and lubricating oils amounted
to about 600,000 tons, 10 percent of which cowld be sunplied
by domestic sources. (7) The realization of the Druex project
would have meant that a little less than L0 percent of the
requirements could have been met. | |despite 25X1
past failure, the Rruex »lant could Be a national asset, for
under German management a 50 percent utilization of the plant
capacity proved an economic ENCCOSS,

25X1 | tomentm
(1) T5oe attachment

(2) Tt was originally planned that the installation producing -us

) to be pumed over long distances would be completed in three
stages, At these tlree stages the annugl output was to e
respectivaely 2;0:{10‘?,’ 80x10° and 140x10° cubic meters of city gas
(stadtgas). The first stago was completod at tho close of the war,
the second stage was neuring comsletion in 1905/1946. According to
the Gzech pross, the installation was to be completed by late 19LO 5
at which time the anmual rate of sroduction would be 125 million
cubic meters, The following places are coaunected to the long~distance
gas 1ine: Komotau, Bruex, Teplitz-Schoenaun, Dux, Aussig, leitmeritaz,
Lobositz, Bodenbach, Tetschen, Warnsdorf, . Rumburg, Reichenbarg, Gablonz,
Prague; Pra/me was connccted to the 1line in Octobor 1947

3) The hydrogenation plant was designed to have eventually a total annual
output of 1 million tons of gasolinc. A pipe~line connects the hydro=
genation plant to the fuel storage derots of Hnevice near Raudnitsz,

{4} The nower plant not only supplies current to the plant itself but
also supplies additional power to the network of the Liddle-Fohemian
power nlants (Ervenice/&)cestad?n), the network of the North-Bohemian
power stations (Sokolov/Falkenau) s and to the network of the former
North-Bohemiar lignite wines.

{5} 4ccording to previons information the maximum production attained prior
to the beginning of the zir raids amounted to 1,700 tons of fusl por
days this would mean about 500,000 tons per Year or about 70 percent of
the expected capacity.

{6) For early 19L€ an outout of about 700 tons of fusl per day was renorted

25X1 [ [for the Bruex plant. The target at that time was

reportedly a daily production of 1 5200 tons. Available information ine
dicates that this target had not buon reached by the fall of 1950, when the
daily output was estimated at botweon 800 and 1,000 tons, which is
cquivalent to an aanual output of from 250,000 to 300,000 tons, Apart

from the mrtial resair of war damages and the cxpandion of the »lant

aroducing cas to be nmmed over long distances and the long=distance

Jipe line, no othor oxpansion work has boen carried ocut at the hydro-

gonation vlant in Pruex/Oborleutensdors (Lost/Zaluzi).

{7) Since , @8 of the fall of 1950, i annual imoort of mineral oils amd derivatives
was ahoub 200,000 to 300,000 tons an the country's owmn nroduction of
mineral oil only 50,000 to 60,000 tons per year, the requiremcnts could
not be met ard economy measures were therefore necessary,

1 Amex: 1 -Production plan of Bruesx plant,
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